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school he learned an insatiable zeal for the salvation of souls, redeemed
by the blood of Christ. Having in retirement prepared himself for the
office of preaching, his superiors ordered him to employ his talent that
vay for the benefit of others. He laboured under a natural impediment
from weakness and hoarseness of voice: the removal of which obstacle
he obtained by addressing himself to his glorious patroness the Mother
of God. For fourteen years his labours were confined to his own country,
but when the reputation of his virtue was spread abroad he shone as a
bright light to the whole church.

Zealous ministers who are filled with the Spirit of God are a great
blessing to the people among whom they labour;  and this reflection un-
folds the secret how saints possess so extraordinary a grace of converting
souls to God.    This was the excellent talent of Bernardin.    They who
heard him preach felt their souls to melt in sentiments of compunction,
divine love, humility, and the contempt of the world, and returned home
new men, striking their breasts and bathed in tears.    The word of God
was in his mouth as a fire, and as a hammer breaking the hardest rocks.
Another eminent preacher of his Order being asked the reason why his
sermons did not produce equal fruit with those of Bernardin, answered,
" Brother Bernardin is a fiery glowing coal.    What is only warm hath
not the power of kindling a fire in others like the burning coal."   The
saint himself, being consulted what was the way to preach with profit,
gave this rule:   " In all your actions seek in the first place the kingdom
of God and his glory;  direct all you do purely to his honour;  persevere
in brotherly charity, and practise first all that you desire to teach others.
By this means the Holy Ghost will be your master and will give you such
wisdom and such a tongue that no adversary will be able to stand against
you."   This he faithfully practised, and from his assiduous communication
with God he imbibed that eminent spirit of virtue which gave him the
most powerful ascendant over the hearts of men.   Among the great truths
of religion he principally laboured to inculcate a sincere contempt of the
vanity of the world and an ardent love of our blessed Redeemer.    He
wished he could cry out with a trumpet which could be heard over the
whole earth, that he might sound aloud in the ears of all men that great
oracle of the Holy Ghost:   " O ye sons of men, how long will you be dull
of heart ?   Why do you love vanity and seek after lying ? "1    " O children,
how long will you love childishness? " 2   And he never ceased with the
thunder of his voice to raise men from grovelling always on this earth
to the important considerations of the things which belong to their eternal
welfare and to the love of Jesus Christ.    So much was he affected with
the mysteries of the incarnation and sufferings of the Son of God that he
could never pronounce his sacred name without appearing in transports
1 PS. iv. 3.